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amamgramam housmg scheme consmtmg of 80"houses is: Jocated in Thandiyadi, less than Tkm
zy from the PotuvilzAmpara main road at a higher elevation close to the sea: The tsunami affected
ami community-from: buffer zone areas of Umiri arid“Sangamam villages were resettled in this new
Wiage constructed on state land. Housing and socio-economic development of Sangamamgramam was
p s“ as an‘eco- sensmve project where people were to be self- sustalned m the end ,The,_new settlement .

Design and bulldmg technology

The: houses are very spacmus with & .arge frOnt verandah % ng. roor 3
wbegrooms kltchgn Wwith a fireweod hearth and rear- verandah W iy’pe§ '
ﬁ_‘frns ;wfren}e Gy tﬁe master, plan houses‘wfe fcea{ei:l

im plementatson )

susiag and socrcreconomfc ﬁevgloprnent of Sangamamgramam was funded by Ccoperazmne Ttahana
i?é?c ndevel opment Cooperaﬂ r@’ihrough the Italian Embagsy:in Colombo. The project was implemented . .
- 5 pEnnership.with Green’ ‘Movement of Sri Lanka: (GMSLJ;ah organization working on environmental = -
= conservation and'sustainable’?d clopment..The construgtionsgomponent of the project was implemented -
_"'» arinership th)’MNG@T)OOp raziohe Internazionale (COQOR!). Close cooperation was kept throughout

pmyect wﬁh alLstakeho Il mcludzng Urban Deveiopmem;Authonty and the Iocal admlnistratlon

,were fo be constuct ed using sml blocks: The benef claries z
t'due 19 poor quality, 1y the end conventtbnal technology of 8%inch X s
oh Tubble iomd’:%as was used for walls Door and window

"h: arcmecturafdeslgns forﬂwgmﬂage Jayout and two type‘s Gfplans for individual houses were prepafed

Y Archt JRussell Dandeniya wtffmorked hand.in hand with COOPL and GMSL to fulfil their-eco- senshwe Z
_urrua'cﬁes UDAapprovaquépptalned for the master plan and house plans. At the- mceptzon a Steermg
mmmee was- formed wrth rep 1 atwes from COOPI GMSL and vn!lage commUmty mciudnjg womeﬂ

Community participation

Project activities were carried out with community participation from the inception to the
end. This was ensured by re-establishing social networks within the community such as
village development society and tsunami affected women's forum. Skilled and unskilled
labourers among the community were identified and employed in the construction work.
The technical and social activities related to the project including decision making
were done by a steering committee which included representatives of all stakeholders.
Periodical meetings were held to ensure transparency and continuous information flow.
The beneficiaries were asked to chaose a house plan, environmentally friendly materials
and colour scheme for their own house. Due to the participatory approaches used, a
strong ownership feeling is evident among the beneficiaries. Not only 80 families from this
new village but residents of Sangamam village and people from 3 surrounding villages
make use of the newly constructed commumty centre and the playground. GMSL was
involved in stimulating the beneficiaries’ attention to social and environmental aspects,
through various awareness programmes. Livelihood support was provided through
training: batik making and sewing by Rotary Club, anlmal husbandry (goats, chicken,
cattle) by Rcerca Cooperation (RC).

Environment and infrastructure

The housing scheme was planned as a model eco-village, by adopting environmentally
friendly construction methods, rainwater harvesting systems, proper garbage sorting/
recycling, and providing sustainable livelihoods for people.

On GMSLs initiative, live fences were planted in between plots with edible trees such as
Katurumurunga and Murunga. The trees were shared by both the owners. A green belt
was planted along roads. Herbal gardens were promoted. Goat and cow dung was used
as fertilizer for home gardens.

A proper sewage and waste water management system is in place. The toilets were
constructed with individual septic tanks and soakage pits. Sewage and grey water from
kitchens and bathrooms are directed to these individual septic tanks. Sewage is left for
sedimentation while liquid affluent from each septic tank is directed to a large soakage pit
and filtered to the ground. CEB electricity is available for houses as well as public areas.
Lack of ground water due to rocky strata was a major drawback at the inception of the
project. To solve the drinking water problem, a water tank was constructed in a location
close by. Rain water harvesting tanks were provided by COOPI for all the houses. People
use rain water collected for home gardening. People were trained to do proper solid
waste management through sorting and composting of garbage using containers and
composting kits given by GMSL.

Plot size: 17-20 perches

Floor area;: 600 sq.ft

Cost: Rs. 600,000 / house

Donor: Cooperazione ltaliana (Italian Development Cooperation)

Implementing agencies: Housing and socio-economic component:
Green Movement of Sri Lanka (GMSL)

Construction component: Cooperazione Internazionale (COOPI)

Livelihood Support: Rcerca Cooperation (RC) Rotary Club

Architect: Russell Dandeniya
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